BEE project concentrates on harmonising the biomass resource assessments in
Europe and its neighbouring countries. This harmonisation will improve
consistency, accuracy and reliability of biomass assessments, which can serve
the planning of a transition to renewable energy in the European Union.
The project will be carried out during 2008 - 2011.

Project scope
The major focus will be on methodological and dataset
harmonisations fostered by ongoing research of a multidisciplinary team of project participants, and on the
opportunities of utilising both earth observation and terrestrial
data for biomass assessments and the integration of multiple
data sources.
The relevant sectors that are investigated are forestry, energy
crops, residues from traditional agriculture and waste.

BEE project is funded by the European Commission under the Framework Programme 7 within the "Energy
Thematic Area" and contributes to "Harmonisation of biomass resource assessment" activities which focus on
assessing and optimising the availability of biomass resources. GRANT AGREEMENT N 213417

Objectives
The overall objective of the project is to improve
the accuracy and comparability of future biomass
resource assessments for energy by reducing
heterogeneity, increasing harmonisation and
exchanging knowledge.

Challenge
Reliable knowledge of the biomass potentials for
energy in Europe is essential basic information
needed for both policy and industry to achieve
the challenging European policy targets in the
renewable energy sector. However, biomass
resource potential assessments for energy for the
same geographical entity differ largely from each
other.
The most significant reasons for the considerable
variation in the results are the heterogeneity of
general methodological approaches used, datasets
used, the methods used to identify the land
potential for energy crop plantations, factors and
assumptions used to consider the production and
utilisation of biomass, and approaches used for
the integration of technological learning curves,
both in the production sector of biomass and in
the biomass-to-energy conversion. Additionally,
empirical data for certain aspects (e.g. conversion
factors, waste fractions, yields) is missing.
Furthermore, the scope of existing biomass
resource assessments vary with regard to the
considered biomass categories, the scale of the
analysis, the timeframe of the analysis, and the
type of potentials considered.

The assessment of both single biomass categories
and overall assessments including all categories,
both at the supranational level (e.g. at the EU
level) and at the national and local level, will be
subject to that harmonisation. Relevant
methodologies and data issues per major
estimation steps for each biomass category will be
analysed for improvement and harmonisation
potential.
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www.eu-bee.com
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CEUBIOM, the "twin project" of BEE, works
on classification of European biomass potential
for bioenergy using terrestrial and earth
observations.
www.ceubiom.org

